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career, and his merits had been recognized by
the grant of a Lieutenant-Colonel's commission
from the King. The subordinate military officers
also had improved. The worst of them had been
weeded out, and many of them had learned their
business under Lawrence in the Carnatic. Though
much unnecessary interference still went on in
quarters, they were left unfettered in the com-
mand of their men in the field.

A few hours after leaving Bombay, the ex-
pedition was overtaken by despatches from
Bourchier, with intelligence that the Mahrattas
were treating with Toolajee. On reaching Gheriah,
they found the Mahratta army encamped against
it, and Ramajee Punt himself came off to tell the
commanders that, with a little patience, the fort
would surrender without firing a shot, as Toolajee
was already in their hands and ready to treat.
Alarmed at the great armament coming against
him, and cowed by recent reverses, Toolajee had
come as a suppliant into the Mahratta camp to try
if, by finesse and chicanery, he might escape utter
destruction, while, in Gheriah, he had left his
brother-in-law with orders to defend it to the last.
The Peishwa's officers, on their side, were anxious